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Redaction Explanatory Guide  
 

Council’s Governance and Risk team will review each Return in conjunction with 
the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 (the “GIPA Act”), with 
reference to the “Public interest considerations against disclosure” which are listed 
in the Table to section 14. 

For example, Council officers will redact signature and current principal place of 
residence in accordance with Part 3 (a) of the table as this is considered personal 
information and consequently “There is a public interest consideration against 
disclosure of information if disclosure of the information could reasonably be 
expected to … reveal an individual’s personal information”. 

If a property listed on a Return, e.g. an investment property, is not the current 
principal place of residence of a Councillor or a Designated Person, Council 
officers will review the information in accordance with Part 3 (a) of the table if the 
property is the principal place of residence or business of an immediate family 
member, and will conduct a Public interest test in accordance with section 13 of 
the GIPA Act. 

Council officers when conducting a Public interest test must also consider other 
public interest considerations against disclosure in the GIPA Act, such as:  

Part 3 (e) “There is a public interest consideration against disclosure of information 
if disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to … expose a 
person to a risk of harm or of serious harassment or serious intimidation”; 

Part 4 (d) “There is a public interest consideration against disclosure of 
information if disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to … 
prejudice any person’s legitimate business, commercial, professional or financial 
interests”. 

Additionally, the amount of any income, shareholding or debt disclosed will be 
redacted in accordance with Part 4 (d) and the names of a spouse/partner if that 
information is provided throughout the return will be redacted in accordance with 
Part 3 (a) of the table to section 14 of the GIPA Act, as above.  

 

This list is not exhaustive: Council officers will review every Return on its merits 
in conjunction with the complete list of public interest considerations against 
disclosure in the GIPA Act; 
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